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H.  RES.  345  AND  H.  CON.  RES.  148 


WEDNESDAY,  MARCH  13,  1996 

House  of  Representatives, 
Committee  on  International  Relations, 

Subcommittee  on  Asia  and  the  Pacific, 

Washington,  DC. 

The  subcommittee  met,  pursuant  to  call,  at  1:33  p.m.  in  room 
2200,  Rayburn  House  Office  Building,  Washington,  DC,  Hon.  Doug 
Bereuter  (chairman  of  the  subcommittee),  presiding. 

Mr.  Bereuter.  The  subcommittee  will  come  to  order.  The  sub- 
committee meets  today  in  open  session  to  consider  two  pieces  of 
legislation,  H.  Res.  345,  a  resolution  expressing  concerns  about  the 
deterioration  of  human  rights  in  Cambodia  and  H.  Con.  Res.  148, 
a  concurrent  resolution  reaffirming  the  commitment  of  the  United 
States  to  military  stability  in  the  Taiwan  Straits  and  to  assist  in 
the  defense  of  Taiwan. 

The  first  order  of  business  then  will  be  H.  Res.  345  on  Human 
Rights  in  Cambodia  which  the  clerk  will  report. 

The  Clerk.  H.  Res.  345,  expressing  concern  about  the  deteriora- 
tion of  human  rights  in  Cambodia.  Whereas,  the  Paris  Peace  Ac- 
cord of  1991  and  the  successful  national  elections  of  1993  ended 
two  decades  of  civil  war  and  genocide  in  Cambodia 

Mr.  Bereuter.  Without  objection,  further  reading  of  the  resolu- 
tion will  be  dispensed  with,  printed  in  the  record  and  open  for 
amendments. 

[The  resolution  appears  in  the  appendix.] 

H.  Res.  345  was  introduced  on  January  25,  1996  and  referred  to 
the  subcommittee  by  myself,  the  ranking  Democrat  of  the  sub- 
committee, Mr.  Berman,  the  chairman  of  the  full  committee,  Mr. 
Oilman,  Mr.  Rohrabacher,  Mr.  Burton  and  Mr.  Sanford. 

I  will  tell  my  colleagues  that  this  is  and  should  be  a  bipartisan 
resolution.  Before  we  begin  the  formal  process  of  considering  the 
resolution,  I  would  like  to  make  a  few  comments  abut  this  resolu- 
tion and  I  will  then  recognize  the  ranking  member,  Mr.  Berman, 
and  other  members  of  the  subcommittee  for  any  comments  they 
might  wish  to  make  upon  this  particular  resolution. 

Cambodia  has  made  tremendous  strides  toward  democracy  since 
the  killing  fields  of  Pol  Pot  and  the  Vietnamese  occupation,  but  se- 
rious problems  remain.  My  resolution  co-sponsored  on  a  bipartisan 
basis  by  the  individuals  you  just  heard,  while  commending  the 
Cambodian  people  from  their  commitment,  for  their  commitment  to 
democracy  and  stability  expresses  serious  concerns  about  human 
rights  problems  in  the  country.  I  am  concerned  the  desire  to  cite 
Cambodia  as  a  success  story  for  the  United  Nations  peacekeeping 
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has  stifled  the  expression  of  concerns  about  the  deterioration  of 
human  rights  conditions  in  Cambodia. 

The  October  1991  Paris  peace  accords  and  the  remarkably  suc- 
cessful national  elections  in  May  1993  led  to  the  installation  of  a 
democratic  parliamentary  system  of  government  under  a  national 
unity  coalition  government. 

The  1993  elections,  however,  were  only  the  first  steps  toward  de- 
mocracy in  Cambodia.  Not  only  are  there  questions  about  the  depth 
and  staying  power  of  the  current  democratic  system  in  Cambodia, 
but  the  government  of  Cambodia  has  recently  taken  some  very 
troubling  actions. 

The  resolution  cites  the  arrest  and  exile  of  former  Foreign  Min- 
ister, Prince  Sirivudh,  the  expulsion  from  the  National  Assembly  of 
the  outspoken  Sam  Rainsy,  a  grenade  attack  against  the  independ- 
ent political  party,  and  mob  attacks  against  pro-opposition  news- 
papers as  indications  that  the  government  is  becoming  increasing 
intolerant  of  dissent. 

Moreover,  the  killing  of  three  journalists,  the  arrest  of  other  jour- 
nalists and  the  enactment  of  a  restrictive  press  law  raises  ques- 
tions about  the  Cambodian  government's  commitment  to  free 
speech  and  a  free  press. 

In  response  to  these  problems,  the  resolution  urges  the  Adminis- 
tration to  make  human  rights  concerns  among  our  primary  objec- 
tives in  bilateral  relations  with  Cambodia.  It  calls  for  closer  mon- 
itoring of  important  upcoming  elections  in  Cambodia,  supports  de- 
mocratization efforts  of  U.S.  assistance  programs  in  Cambodia  and 
urges  that  the  United  States  and  other  donors  raise  human  rights 
concerns  at  the  June  1996  meeting  of  the  Donors  Consultative 
Meeting  in  Cambodia.  H.  Res.  345  represents  a  balanced  and  con- 
structive effort  to  advance  democracy  and  human  rights  in  Cam- 
bodia. 

I  want  to  thank  Chairman  Oilman,  Mr.  Berman,  Mr. 
Rohrabacher,  Mr.  Burton,  and  Mr.  Sanford  for  their  assistance  and 
support  for  this  resolution.  I  urge  all  of  my  colleagues  on  the  Sub- 
committee on  Asia  and  the  Pacific  to  support  it. 

I  don't  see  yet  the  ranking  member,  Mr.  Berman,  so  I  will  turn 
to  any  member  on  the  Democratic  side  who  might  have  a  state- 
ment, first,  upon  the  Cambodian  resolution. 

Mr.  Ackerman. 

Mr.  Ackerman.  I  just  want  to  thank  you  for  your  leadership  in 
this  area,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  express  my  support  for  it  and  thank 
you  for  bringing  it  to  us. 

Mr.  Bereuter.  Thank  you  very  much. 

I  will  turn  to  the  Republican  side  of  the  aisle.  Is  there  anyone 
on  this  side?  Then  I  will  come  back  to  you. 

Mr.  Burton.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman.  I  really  appreciate  your 
concern  about  human  rights  in  Cambodia.  That  is  a  very  troubled 
part  of  the  world  and  has  been  for  a  long,  long  time.  I  just  feel  so 
sorry  for  the  people  who  live  there  and  have  to  endure  this.  It 
seems  to  last  decade  after  decade. 

While  I  support  this  and  am  a  co-sponsor  of  the  bill  with  you, 
Mr.  Chairman,  there  are  other  troubled  spots  in  the  part  of  the 
world  where  you  have  jurisdiction  that  I  hope  we  will  look  at  in 
the  future.  I  may  be  proposing  some  resolutions  dealing  with  very 


severe  human  rights  abuses  in  other  parts  of  Southeast  Asia  and 
Asia.  I  hope  that  you  will  look  with  favor  upon  those  resolutions 
when  we  bring  them  to  the  attention  of  the  committee.  And  with 
that,  I  yield  back  the  balance  of  my  time. 

Mr.  Bereuter.  Thank  you  very  much,  Mr.  Burton,  for  your  com- 
ments. And  we  will  indeed  look  at  any  issues  brought  by  members 
of  the  subcommittee  or  others  in  the  Congress. 

Mr.  Faleomavaega. 

Mr.  Faleomavaega.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  also  would  like  to  echo  the 
sentiments  expressed  earlier  by  my  good  friend  from  New  York  in 
extending  our  appreciation  and  certainly  to  commend  you  for  your 
leadership  in  taking  this  initiative  in  bringing  this  resolution  be- 
fore the  subcommittee. 

I  want  to  apologize  for  not  being  an  original  co-sponsor,  but,  cer- 
tainly, Mr.  Chairman,  I  want  to  offer  my  support  to  you  in  making 
sure  that  this  resolution  does  give  every  careful  consideration,  not 
only  for  the  members  of  the  committee,  but  certainly  expressing 
the  sentiments  of  the  Congress  and  the  problems  that  we  are  faced 
with  in  Cambodia. 

I  thank  the  chairman  for  allowing  us  to  deliberate  on  this  resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  Bereuter.  I  thank  the  gentleman  from  American  Samoa. 
And,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  if  any  members  want  to  be  co-sponsor  of 
the  legislation  at  this  point,  we  can  still,  of  course,  accommodate 
that  and  I  welcome  that. 

Any  further  comments?  Mr.  Rohrabacher. 

Mr.  Rohrabacher.  Thank  you  very  much,  Mr.  Chairman.  I  am 
very  proud  to  be  a  co-sponsor  on  this  piece  of  legislation  and  thank 
you  for  the  leadership  that  you  have  provided. 

We  are  sending  a  message  today  to  the  regime  in  Cambodia  that 
they  will  not  have  the  U.S.  support  unless  they  meet  a  human 
rights  standard  that  is  acceptable  to  the  American  people.  And  this 
is  as  clear  as  we  can  say  it.  I  have  been  to  Cambodia  on  several 
different  occasions.  There  is  no  longer  any  excuse,  although  there 
is  some  conflict  that  still  exists  for  the  Khmer  Rouge  in  Cambodia, 
there  is  no  excuse  for  the  violation  of  human  rights  on  the  part  of 
those  in  power  who  now  hold  power  in  Phnom  Penh.  And  so  I  am 
very  appreciative  that  you  have  taken  it  upon  yourself  to  ensure 
that  this  message  is  sent  and  I  would  just  like  to  add  that  I  will 
be  going  to  Cambodia  within  a  month  and  would  like — and  any 
other  members  of  the  subcommittee  who  would  like  to  join  me  are 
certainly  welcome  to  join  me.  And  I  will  be  discussing  this  resolu- 
tion with  those,  with  the  powers  that  be  in  Cambodia.  Thank  you 
very  much. 

Mr.  Bereuter.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Rohrabacher,  for  your  com- 
pliments and  for  your  remarks  generally.  I  know  of  no  one  on  our 
side  of  the  aisle  in  the  House  who  is  more  aware  of  conditions  or 
more  knowledgeable  about  Cambodia  than  yourself  and  I  look  for- 
ward to  your  unofficial  or  official  reports  to  the  subcommittee  and 
to  the  Congress  when  you  return. 

We  have  sent  staff  there,  recently,  and  in  part  their  visit  is  re- 
flected in  the  contents  of  the  legislation  before  us.  Are  there  any 
other  members  who  wish  to  make  opening  remarks? 


Very  well.  Are  there  any  further  amendments  or  debate  on  the 
resolution,  H.  Res.  345? 

If  there  are  no  amendments,  the  chair  will  entertain  a  motion  to 
report  the  resolution  to  the  full  committee  of  he  International  Rela- 
tions Committee. 

Mr.  ACKERMAN.  I  so  move. 

Mr.  Bereuter.  It  has  been  moved  by  Mr.  Ackerman. 

Mr.  Burton.  Second. 

Mr.  Bereuter.  Second  by  Mr.  Burton. 

The  motion  has  been  made  then  to  report  H.  Res.  345  with  the 
recommendations  that  the  resolution  be  favorably  reported  to  the 
full  House. 

The  question  is  on  the  motion.  As  many  as  are  in  favor  will  say, 
"aye." 

[Chorus  of  ayes] 

Mr.  Bereuter.  As  many  as  are  opposed  will  say,  "no." 

Mr.  Bereuter.  The  ayes  have  it  and  the  resolution  is  agreed  to. 
Without  objection,  the  staff  director  will  be  authorized  to  make  any 
technical  grammatical  or  confirming  changes  to  the  text  just  agreed 
to. 

The  next  order  of  business  will  be  H.  Con.  Res.  148  on  the  de- 
fense of  Taiwan  which  the  clerk  will  report. 

The  Clerk.  H.  Con.  Res.  148  Expressing  the  sense  of  Congress 
that  the  United  States  be  committed  to  military  stability  of  the 
Taiwan  Straits  and  the  United  States  Military  Forces  should  de- 
fend Taiwan  in  the  event  of  invasion,  missile  attack  or  blockade  by 
the  People's  Republic  of  China. 

Mr.  Bereuter.  Without  objection,  further  reading  of  the  resolu- 
tion will  be  dispensed  with,  printed  in  the  record  and  open  for 
amendments. 

[The  resolution  appears  in  the  appendix.] 

This  resolution  was  introduced  on  March  7,  1996  by  Mr.  Cox, 
along  with  83  co-sponsors  of  both  parties  and  referred  to  the  Sub- 
committee on  Asia  and  the  Pacific.  Before  we  begin  the  formal 
process  of  considering  the  resolution,  I  would  like  to  make  a  few 
comments.  I  will  then  recognize  the  ranking  member  or,  in  his  ab- 
sence, Mr.  Ackerman,  first,  and  then  other  members  of  the  sub- 
committee for  any  comments  they  might  wish  to  make. 

H.  Con.  Res.  148  addresses  the  highly  volatile  situation  as  the 
PRC  has  crudely  sought  to  intimidate  the  people  of  Taiwan  on  the 
even  of  national  elections;  China's  M-9  missile  test  25  miles  off  the 
coast  of  Taiwan's  two  busiest  ports.  It  is  live-fire  exercise  within  33 
miles  of  Taiwanese  territory  and  its  amassing  of  150,000  troop  am- 
phibious force  opposite  Taiwan  have  been  quite  rightly  labeled  as 
acts  of  terrorism  by  Speaker  Gingrich  and  by  many  people  on  both 
sides  of  the  aisle  and  the  Congress  and  in  both  Houses. 

At  this  precarious  point,  miscalculation  and  recklessness  by  ei- 
ther party  could  lead  to  catastrophe.  Many  in  Congress,  Repub- 
licans and  Democrats  alike,  were  concerned  that  the  Administra- 
tion's initial  reaction  of  deliberate  and  calculated  ambiguity  did  not 
convey  an  adequate  expression  of  U.S.  concern.  Many  of  us  believe 
it  is  necessary  to  send  an  unambiguous  signal  that  the  United 
States  would  not  sit  idly  by  for  Taiwan  to  be  attacked. 


The  recent  announcement  that  the  United  States  is  sending  a 
second  Navy  aircraft  carrier  group  to  join  the  one  already  in  the 
waters  near  Taiwan  is  an  important  demonstration  of  U.S.  intent. 
H.  Con.  Res.  148  seeks  to  add  some  clarity  and  consistency  in  our 
policy,  vis-a-vis,  Taiwan  security  and  Chinese  threats. 

Let  me  emphasize  that  it  is  not  the  intent  of  H.  Con.  Res.  148 
to  be  anti-PRC  when  it  criticizes  Beijing's  missile  test,  military  ex- 
ercises and  other  coercive  activities.  Nor  does  the  resolution  offer 
unequivocal  support  for  all  Taiwanese  policies  or  actions. 

The  United  States  is  not  seeking  to  create  new  adversaries  where 
none  need  exist  and  we  must  not  be  stampeded  into  adopting  poli- 
cies that  are  contrary  to  the  U.S.  national  interest. 

For  example,  while  we  enthusiastically  support  and  congratulate 
Taiwan's  economic  success  and  democratic  progress,  the  United 
States  is  not  endorsing  the  efforts  of  some  Taiwanese  politicians  to 
enhance  their  position  in  the  United  Nations  or  other  international 
organizations  which  require  statehood.  Taiwan's  leaders  have  been 
and  should  continue  to  be  very  careful  about  such  statements.  Uni- 
lateral actions  to  establish  an  independent  Taiwan  which  Taiwan's 
leaders  consistently  claim  they  are  not  seeking  would  be  extremely 
dangerous  and  would  be  inconsistent  with  the  policies  of  five  suc- 
cessive U.S.  administrations  from  both  political  parties. 

It  is  the  responsibility  of  both  Taiwan  and  Beijing  to  negotiate 
in  good  faith,  but  the  United  States  must  not  permit  Beijing  to  im- 
pose its  will  on  Taiwan  by  force. 

The  purpose  of  H.  Con.  Res.  148  is  simply  to  make  very  clear  to 
Beijing  that  the  United  States  is  committed  consistent  with  the 
Taiwan's  Relations  Act  to  assist  in  the  defense  of  Taiwan  in  the 
event  of  invasion  or  attack.  It  is  hoped  that  this  resolution  will 
have  a  salutary  deterrent  effect  by  sending  a  clear  and  unequivocal 
expression  of  support  for  peaceful  relations  between  China  and  Tai- 
wan, something  both  sides  support  and  reaffirming  our  rejection  of 
any  attempt  to  resolve  the  issue  through  the  use  of  force. 

I  hope  there  will  be  no  ambiguity  whatsoever  in  our  statement 
as  far  as  the  PRC  is  concerned.  I  would  also  note  that  the  Senate 
is  moving  forward  on  its  own  resolution  addressing  the  same  issue 
authored  by  Senator  Helms,  Senator  Thomas,  Senator  Murkowski, 
Senator  Simon  and  Senator  Mack. 

In  the  absence  of  Mr.  Berman,  the  ranking  member,  I  would  turn 
to  Mr.  Ackerman  for  any  statements  he  might  like  to  make. 

Mr.  Ackerman.  Thank  you  very  much,  Mr.  Chairman. 

I  am  pleased  today  that  the  subcommittee  is  considering  House 
Concurrent  Resolution  148  to  express  the  sense  of  Congress  regard- 
ing the  military  stability  of  the  Taiwan  Straits.    ' 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  belligerent  conduct  of  missile  tests  and  live- 
fire  military  exercises  by  the  People's  Republic  of  China  in  the  Tai- 
wan Straits  is  completely  unacceptable  and  is  a  serious  but  foolish 
attempt  to  intimidate  a  peaceful  civilian  population  and,  therefore, 
borders  on  terrorism. 

It  is  clear  that  mainland  China  wants  to  intimidate  the  people 
of  the  Republic  of  China  as  they  approach  their  first-ever  demo- 
cratic election  for  President.  The  current  tension  in  the  Taiwan 
Straits  not  only  threatens  Taiwan,  it  threatens  the  stability  of  the 


entire  region.  This  is  a  dangerous  game  of  brinkmanship  that  the 
PRC  is  pursuing. 

Although  we  do  not  wish  to  raise  the  stakes,  the  United  States 
must  nonetheless  send  a  clear  signal  to  the  PRC  that  our  friends 
will  not  be  bullied  and  that  the  United  States  stands  with  free 
democratic  peoples  all  over  the  world  and  that  we  will  not  stand 
idly  by  while  the  stability  of  East  Asia  hangs  in  the  balance. 

The  United  States  must  also  reiterate  that  a  resolution  of  the 
Taiwan  issue  must  come  through  peaceful  means  and  that  such  a 
resolution  is  not  only  an  internal  matter  for  the  Chinese,  but  an 
international  matter  as  well. 

Mr.  Chairman,  H.  Con.  Res.  148  will  send  the  PRC  a  clear  unam- 
biguous message  that  the  Congress  objects  to  the  attempted  intimi- 
dation of  Taiwan  and  that  should  the  Mainland  miscalculate,  there 
will  be  very  serious  consequences.  Thank  you  very  much,  Mr. 
Chairman. 

Mr.  Bereuter.  Thank  you  very  much,  Mr.  Ackerman,  for  your 
strong  statement. 

Mr.  Burton,  do  you  have  any  statement? 

Mr.  Burton.  Yes,  I  do,  briefly,  Mr.  Chairman.  First  of  all,  I  want 
to  thank  you  for  your  leadership  on  this  issue  and  thank  Chris  Cox 
for  his  leadership.  It  mystifies  me  that  Mainland  China  would 
want  to  engage  itself  in  this  kind  of  activity  with  one  of  its  largest 
trading  partners  and  at  the  same  time  threaten  its  relationship 
with  its  largest  trading  partner,  the  United  States  of  America. 

We  have  a  $40-billion  trade  deficit  with  Mainland  China  and  I 
cannot  fathom  them  risking  economic  sanctions,  a  possible  military 
intervention,  or  a  number  of  things  by  doing  this. 

Obviously,  they  want  to  see  reconciliation  with  Taiwan.  They 
want  to  see  that  become  a  part  of  an  overall  China.  And  we  have 
understood  that  for  a  long  time.  But  they  should  not  try  to  solve 
this  problem  by  force,  and  they  certainly  should  not  cut  off  their 
nose  to  spite  their  face  in  the  process. 

If  we  drop  their  Most  Favored  Nation  status,  if  we  embargoed 
their  goods,  and  if  they  destroyed  part  of  Taiwan's  capability  of 
purchasing  their  products,  they  would  lose  $60  to  $80  billion  in 
trade.  What  that  would  do  to  the  Chinese  people,  to  the  Chinese 
economy  and  to  the  Chinese  Government  is  unbelievable.  And,  so, 
I  simply  cannot  understand  the  Chinese  Government  rattling  their 
sabers  by  having  these  exercises  in  the  Taiwan  Straits,  the  China 
Straits  at  this  time. 

What  if  one  of  those  missiles  that  they  are  messing  around  with 
goes  off  fiying  and  hits  Kaohsiung?  They  are  not  far  from 
Kaohsiung  with  some  of  these  exercises.  And  that  really  concerns 
me. 

Not  only  might  it  precipitate  a  military  conflict  that  I  do  not  be- 
lieve would  ultimately  win,  but,  second,  it  could  destroy  their  rela- 
tionship economically  with  a  lot  of  people  including  Taiwan,  the 
United  States  and  possibly  some  of  their  trading  partners  in  Eu- 
rope. It  just  does  not  make  any  sense. 

So  I  would  just  like  to  say  if  any  of  our  Chinese  friends  are 
watching  this  hearing  today,  let's  stop  this  nonsense.  There  are 
peaceful  ways  of  solving  these  problems  without  rattling  your  sa- 
bers and  threatening  the  possibility  of  economic  and  military  con- 


frontation.  There  is  a  better  way  to  skin  the  cat,  better  way  to 
solve  this  problem  and  I  hope  they  will  pay  attention  to  what  we 
are  saying  here  today,  Mr.  Chairman. 

Mr.  Bereuter.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Burton. 

Mr.  Faleomavaega. 

Mr.  Faleomavaega.  Mr.  Chairman,  as  an  original  co-sponsor  of 
House  Concurrent  Resolution  148  stating  the  congressional  support 
for  U.S.  military  intervention  if  necessary  to  protect  Taiwan 
against  military  aggression  by  the  People's  Republic  of  China,  Mr. 
Cnairman,  I  think  we  all  know  there  is  no  matter  more  urgent  in 
the  world  than  the  events  unfolding  now  in  the  Taiwan  Straits. 

And  I  certainly  want  to  commend  you  and  Chairman  Oilman  and 
members  of  this  side  of  the  aisle,  Congressman  Lantos  and  Con- 
gressman Torricelli.  Congressman  Cox  from  California,  the  author 
of  the  resolution  for  the  leadership  in  forging  the  85-member  bipar- 
tisan coalition  through  this  measure  has  spoken  unequivocally  and 
with  strength  to  America's  commitment  to  protect  Taiwan  if  at- 
tacked by  enemy  forces. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  legislation  before  the  committee  sends  a  mes- 
sage that  America  will  not  stand  idly  by  while  the  sister  democracy 
that  we  have  worked  with  for  so  many  years  and  its  security  is 
about  to  be  compromised  with  the  way  that  Beijing  is  handling  this 
situation. 

I  cannot  more  strongly  applaud  and  support  the  actions  taken  by 
the  Administration  over  the  weekend,  stationing  the  U.S.S.  Inde- 
pendence and  the  U.S.S.  Nimitz  carrier  groups  to  arrive  shortly  has 
sent  a  clear  message  to  China  that  the  government  and  the  people 
of  the  United  States  will  not  tolerate  a  military  attack  or  a  missile- 
enforced  blockade  of  Taiwan  by  the  People's  Republic  of  China. 

The  decisive  action  by  the  Administration  was  prompted  by  the 
House  and  Senate  Congressional  Resolutions  introduced  last  week 
calling  for  the  immediate  U.S.  intervention  to  diffuse  the  hostile 
environment  created  by  Beijing's  angry  rhetoric,  missile  tests,  and 
military  exercises  in  the  Taiwan  Straits. 

I  get  the  distinct  impression,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  all  of  the  Asian 
Pacific  region  are  grateful  for  our  bold  and  decisive  leadership  in 
preserving  stability  in  this  very  important  region  of  the  world  and 
I  commend  you  and  the  members  of  the  subcommittee  for  taking 
action  in  this  resolution  and  I  urge  my  colleagues  to  support  the 
resolution  as  we  carry  it  forward  before  the  full  committee  as  well 
as  on  the  floor  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Bereuter.  Mr.  Faleomavaega,  thank  you  for  your  statement 
and  for  your  co-sponsorship. 

Mr.  Rohrabacher,  did  you  have  an  opening  statement? 

Mr.  Rohrabacher.  Just  a  very  short  one  and  very  shortly  I  will 
present  it. 

Mr.  Chairman,  we  are  not  getting  involved  in  any  debate  with 
the  Mainland  or  with  even  the  people  who  are  in  Taiwan  about 
whether  Taiwan  is  an  independent  country  or  should  be  an  inde- 
pendent country  or  whether  this  has  anything  to  do  with  independ- 
ence. This  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  issue  of  independence  for  Tai- 
wan. 

We  are  proclaiming  in  this  resolution  for  all  to  hear,  especially 
those  on  the  Mainland  who  would  do  harm  to  those  who  want  de- 
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mocracy  in  the  Republic  of  China  on  Taiwan,  that  if  any  force  is 
used  against  the  people  who  are  on  Taiwan,  the  United  States  will 
defend  those  people  on  Taiwan.  We  believe  it  is  consistent  with  the 
Taiwan  Relations  Act,  agreements  that  we  have  and  consistent 
with  our  own  national  values  that  we  will  be  on  the  side  of  people 
who  are  struggling  for  democracy  against  those  tyrannical  forces 
who  would  agress  upon  them. 

There  should  be  no  doubt  not  only  in  the  Pacific,  but  anywhere 
else  that  that  is  the  policv  of  the  United  States  of  America.  It  is 
unfortunate  that  we  have  had  a  policy,  an  intentional  policy  of  am- 
biguity and  that  it  has  led  the  Communists  on  the  Mainland  to 
miscalculate  as  to  what  America's  intentions  are. 

Again,  we  are  not  siding  with  anyone  on  the  independence  issue, 
but  we  are  stating  unequivocally  that  we  will  not  tolerate  use  of 
force  against  those  brave  souls  who  believe  in  democracy  in  the  Re- 
public of  China  and  Taiwan  and  that  if  there  is  a  use  of  force  they 
will  have  to  contend  with  the  military  might  of  the  United  States. 
Thank  you  very  much. 

Mr.  Bereuter.  Thank  you  very  much  for  your  statement,  Mr. 
Rohrabacher. 

The  chair  has  amendments  to  H.  Con.  Res.  148  which  without 
objection  will  be  considered  en  bloc.  The  clerk  will  report  the 
amendments  and  the  members  of  the  subcommittee  have  them  in 
their  folders. 

The  Clerk.  En  bloc  amendments  H.  Con.  Res.  148  offered  by  Mr. 
Bereuter.  On  page  3,  the  first  whereas  clause,  insert 

Mr.  Bereuter.  Without  objection,  the  amendments  will  be  con- 
sidered as  read,  printed  in  the  record  and  open  for  amendments. 

[The  amendment  appears  in  the  appendix.] 

I  will  explain  to  my  colleagues  who  should  have  it  in  front  of 
them,  the  en  bloc  amendments  that  I  am  offering  make  some  minor 
technical  corrections,  clarify  some  language  in  the  original  resolu- 
tion and  modify  some  language  for  the  purpose  of  internal  consist- 
ency and  consistency  with  the  language  of  the  Taiwan  Relations 
Act. 

For  example,  Taiwan  Straits,  in  the  original  text  is  corrected  to 
Taiwan  Strait.  It  is  a  com.mon  error  made  in  the  media  in  discuss- 
ing this  issue. 

The  language  of  the  title  is  amended  to  make  it  internally  con- 
sistent with  the  language  in  the  final  resolve  clause.  Finally,  re- 
dundant language  in  two  resolve  clauses  is  consolidated  into  a  sin- 
gle clause  and  those  three  whereas  are  shifted  in  order. 

The  chair  would  tell  his  colleague  that  the  amendment  was 
worked  out  with  the  assistance  and  concurrence  of  Chairman  Gil- 
man,  Mr.  Berman,  and  the  leading  authors  of  the  resolution,  in- 
cluding Mr.  Cox. 

Is  there  any  further  discussion  on  the  en  bloc  amendments? 

[No  response.] 

Mr.  Bereuter.  If  not,  the  question  is  on  the  adoption  of  the 
amendment.  As  many  as  are  in  favor  will  say,  "aye." 

[Chorus  of  ayes.] 

Mr.  Bereuter.  As  many  as  are  opposed  will  say  no. 

Mr.  Bereuter.  The  ayes  do  have  it,  and  the  amendment  is 
agreed  to. 


Mr.  Burton.  Mr.  Chairman? 

Mr.  Bereuter.  Mr.  Burton. 

Mr.  Burton.  Yes,  sir,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  an  amendment. 

[The  amendment  appears  in  the  appendix.] 

Mr.  Bereuter.  The  gentleman  is  recognized. 

Mr.  Burton.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman. 

My  amendment  would  add  on  page  5  at  the  end  of  section  7  after 
line  24  the  following  language.  "The  Congress  by  adopting  this  res- 
olution is  not  pursuing  a  policy  of  an  independent  Taiwan  or  a  pol- 
icy of  a  one-China-one-Taiwan."  And  the  reason  for  that,  Mr. 
Chairman,  following  up  on  what  my  colleague  from  California,  Mr. 
Rohrabacher,  just  said,  I  believe  that  we  must  make  clear  both  to 
Beijing  and  Taipei  that  by  passing  this  resolution,  the  Congress  is 
not  supporting  a  policy  of  an  independent  Taiwan  or  a  policy  of  a 
one-China-one-Taiwan.  Such  a  faulty  interpretation  by  either 
Beijing  or  Taipei  could  inadvertently  increase  the  prospects  of  con- 
flict between  the  two. 

I  want  to  ensure  that  only  one  signal  is  sent  very  clearly  to  both 
Beijing  and  Taipei  and  that  signal  is  that  the  United  States  will 
assist  in  defending  the  Republic  of  China  on  Taiwan  if  it  is  at- 
tacked by  Mainland  China.  And  that  is  the  extent  of  my  remarks, 
Mr.  Chairman. 

Mr.  Bereuter.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Burton.  You  have  heard  the  gen- 
tleman's amendment.  Are  there  comments  or  debate? 

Mr.  Faleomavaega. 

Mr.  Faleomavaega.  I  just  want  a  clarification  and  maybe  staff 
could  assist  this  member  and  certainly  the  members  of  the  sub- 
committee to  put  it  in  a  most  precise  and  clear  fashion  exactly 
what  is  our  one-China  policy  and  has  been  for  all  these  years  and 
if  whether  or  not  this  amendment  will  alter  that  basic  policy  that 
has  been  followed  by  all  previous  administrations.  And  I  am  just 
wanting  for  information,  exactly  where  are  we  with  our  one-China 
policy  in  terms  of  not  only  letter,  but  the  spirit  of  maintaining  that 
policy  as  we  have  been  advocating  all  these  years. 

Mr.  Burton.  Would  the  gentleman  yield? 

Mr.  Faleomavaega.  I  gladly  yield. 

Mr.  Burton.  According  to  my  staff  and  the  people  that  worked 
with  us  on  our  amendment,  this  will  not  alter  our  previous  policy 
or  commitment.  All  it  does  is  make  clear  that  this  resolution  is  not 
taking  sides  on  that  issue. 

Mr.  Bereuter.  Is  that  sufficient  for  the  gentleman  or  would  you 
like  to  have  the  State  Department  representative  come  forth  and 
respond  to  the  gentleman's  question  for  clarification? 

Mr.  Faleomavaega.  Mr.  Chairman,  if  it  would  not  be  an  imposi- 
tion, I  would  like  to  ask  someone  from  State. 

Mr.  Bereuter.  Mr.  Kern,  do  you  represent  the  State  Department 
on  this  question? 

Mr.  Faleomavaega.  Be  clear  on  this  so  that  there  is  no  mis- 
understanding of  exactly  where  we  are. 

Mr.  Bereuter.  Please  state  your  name  and  have  a  chair.  We  will 
be  happy  to  have  your  comments. 

Mr.  I^rn.  Mr.  Chairman,  Dean  Kern,  the  Assistant  Secretary  of 
State  for  Legislative  Affairs.  The  amendment  would  not  alter  U.S. 
policy. 
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Mr.  Faij<:omavaega.  Could  you  restate  the  cuirent  policy  of  the 
one-China  policy  so  that  we  could  all  understand? 

Mr.  Kern.  Robert  Lang,  the  director  of  the  Office  of  Policy  Co- 
ordination of  the  State  Department  is  here  and  perhaps  he  could 
do  that  if  you  would  like. 

Mr.  Fai^omavaega.  Please. 

Mr.  Bereuter.  Would  the  gentleman  approach  the  table  and 
have  a  chair.  Say  your  name  and  title,  and  we  will  be  happy  to 
hear  from  you. 

Mr.  Lang.  I  am  Robert  Lang.  I  am  the  director  of  the  Policy  Co- 
ordination staff"  at  the  State  Department. 

The  full  expression  of  U.S.  policy  in  this  respect  is  that  the  Unit- 
ed States  does  not  support  one-China-one-Taiwan,  two  Chinas. 

Mr.  Bereuter.  That  is  a  clarification  or  elaboration  of  what  the 
gentleman's  amendment  does,  but  Mr.  Faleomavaega  is  asking  you 
for  a  statement  about  U.S.  policy  with  respect  to  the  PRC  and  Tai- 
wan on  the  Taiwan  issue. 

Mr.  Faleomavaega.  Will  the  chair  yield? 

See,  my  history  goes  as  far  back  as  Nixon  bringing  about  the 
China  policy  and  the  way  we  have  it  now.  Now,  I  need  just  a  little 
real  clarification  exactly  what  our  one-China  policy  is  or  has  been. 

Mr.  Lang.  I  am  afraid  I  did  not  come  prepared  with  applications 
of  the  one-China  policy.  Give  me  a  little  time  to  gather  my 
thoughts.  I  do  not  have  the  full  expression  of  the  one-China  policy. 
I  sought  to  clarify  on  the  one  point  that  was  raised. 

Mr.  Faleomavaega.  Mr.  Chairman,  we  will  ask  the  gentleman 
to  submit  for  the  record. 

Mr.  Bereuter.  I  would  suggest  that  we  take  this  up  and  ask  the 
State  Department  to  respond  to  this  fully  tomorrow. 

Mr.  Faleomavaega.  Please. 

Mr.  Bereuter.  In  the  markup  directly  in  oral  testimony.  Is  that 
satisfactory? 

Mr.  Faleomavaega.  That  will  totally  satisfy  me,  Mr.  Chairman, 
and  I  thank  my  good  friend  from  Indiana. 

Mr.  Bereuter.  The  gentleman  from  California,  Mr.  Kim,  is  rec- 
ognized. 

Mr.  Kem.  Yes,  thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  for  recognizing  me. 

Sir,  would  you  like  to  stay  in  your  seat  for  just  1  second. 

Mr.  Burton's  amendment,  did  you  have  a  chance  to  review  it?  My 
understanding  is  that  this  amendment — I  am  just  seeking  a  second 
opinion — is  neutral  and  does  not  take  any  side.  Is  that  correct? 

Mr.  Lang.  My  understanding  is  that  it  would  not  alter  U.S.  pol- 
icy. It  is  not  a  complete  statement  of  U.S.  policy  in  that  respect. 

Mr.  Kim.  Your  response  would  be  that  this  amendment  will  not 
alter  the  basic  U.S.  policy. 

Mr.  Lang.  That  is  correct. 

Mr.  Kim.  I  understand  that  this  amendment  will  not  take  a  side. 
Is  that  the  way  to  understand  it? 

Mr.  Lang.  That  is  correct.  If  I  may  explain? 

Mr.  Bereuter.  Please  proceed. 

Mr.  Lang.  The  one  element  that  is  not  included  is  two  Chinas. 
As  I  understood  the  gentleman,  Mr.  Burton,  to  say  this  would  not 
alter  U.S.  policy  with  respect  to  one-China-one-Taiwan  or  an  inde- 
pendent Taiwan. 
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Mr.  Kim.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman. 

Mr.  Bereuter.  You  are  welcome.  Are  there  further  points  of  dis- 
cussion on  the  Burton  amendment? 

[No  response.] 

Mr.  Bereuter.  Seeing  none,  then  the  question  is  on  the  adoption 
of  the  Burton  amendment.  As  many  as  are  in  favor  will  say,  "aye". 

[Chorus  of  ayes.] 

Mr.  Bereuter.  As  many  as  are  opposed  will  say  "no". 

Mr.  Bereuter.  The  ayes  have  it  and  the  amendment  is  agreed 
to. 

Are  there  further  amendments  to  the  resolution? 

Mr.  RoHRABACHER.  Mr.  Chairman. 

Mr.  Bereuter.  The  gentleman  from  California,  Mr.  Rohrabacher. 

Mr.  Rohrabacher.  This  is  basically  a  point  of  information.  I 
have  an  amendment  before  me  that  was  being,  well,  it  was  to  have 
been  offered  by  Mr.  Burton.  And  it  is  an  amendment  that  I  like 
and  Mr.  Burton  is  now  not  going  to  be  offering  this. 

Is  that  correct,  Mr.  Burton? 

Mr.  Burton.  Yes,  I  had  two  other  amendments  I  planned  to 
offer,  but  I  thought  the  most  significant  one  was  the  one  that  was 
just  passed. 

Mr.  Rohrabacher.  Are  you  planning  to  offer  that  amendment? 

Mr.  Bereuter.  Would  the  gentleman  yield? 

Mr.  Rohrabacher.  Yes. 

Mr.  Bereuter.  I  am  the  maker  of  the  resolution  (and  I  believe 
it  is  fair  to  say  the  Democratic  members  are  the  leading  co-spon- 
sors) and  the  leadership  discouraged  the  gentleman  from  offering 
that  amendment  because  we  believe  that  it  would  entirely  unravel 
the  resolution. 

And  you  may  notice  that  reference  is  made  in  the  resolution  in 
one  instance  to  what  the  gentleman  intends  and  that  was  as  a  com- 
promise supported  by  Mr.  Salmon  and  others. 

Mr.  Rohrabacher.  Well,  with  that  bit  of  expert  advice  that  I 
have  received  from  the  chairman,  I  think  that  I  will  just 

Mr.  Bereuter.  I  appreciate  that,  gentlemen,  it  is  a  delicate  bal- 
ance and  I  appreciate  Mr.  Burton's  interest  and  effort  on  the  just- 
passed  amendment. 

Mr.  Burton.  Mr.  Chairman. 

Mr.  Bereuter.  Mr.  Burton. 

Mr.  Burton.  Yes.  I  would  just  like  to  compliment  my  colleague 
from  California  for  his  intellect. 

[Laughter.] 

Mr.  Bereuter.  Are  there  further  amendments  to  the  resolution? 

[No  response.] 

Mr.  Bereuter.  If  there  are  no  further  amendments,  the  chair 
will  entertain  a  motion  to  report  the  resolution  to  the  full  Commit- 
tee on  International  Relations. 

Mr.  Kim.  So  moved. 

Mr.  Bereuter.  Motion  has  been  made  to  report  H.  Con.  Res.  148 
with  the  recommendation  that  the  resolution  be  favorably  reported 
to  the  fiill  House. 

The  question  then  is  on  the  motion.  As  many  as  are  in  favor  will 
say,  "aye". 

[Chorus  of  ayes.] 
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Mr  Bereuter.  As  many  as  are  opposed  will  sav  "no". 

Mr".  Bereuter.  The  ayes  have  it  and  the  resolution  as  amended 

''\l^thout°objection,  the  staff  director  will  be  authorized  to  make 
technical,  grammatical  and  conforming  changes  to  the  text  just 

agreed  to.  ,.  j 

The  subcommittee  is  adjourned. 
[Whereupon,  at  2:07  p.m.,  the  subcommittee  adjourned.] 


APPENDIX 


IV 


104th  congress 
2d  Session 


H.  RES.  345 


Expressing  concern  about  the  deterioration  of  human  rights  in  Cambodia. 


IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 

January  25,  1996 
Mr.  Bereuter  (for  himself,  Mr.  Berman,  Mr.  Oilman,  Mr.  Rohrabacher, 
Mr.   Burton,  and  Mr.   SantORD)   submitted  the  following  resohition; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Conunittee  on  International  Relations 


RESOLUTION 

Expressing  concern  about  the  deterioration  of  human  rights 
in  Cambodia. 

Whereas  the  Paris  Peace  Accords  of  1991  and  the  successful 
national  elections  of  1993  ended  two  decades  of  civil  war 
and  genocide  in  Cambodia,  demonstrated  the  commit- 
ment of  the  Cambodian  people  to  democracy  and  stabil- 
ity, and  established  a  national  constitution  guaranteeing 
fundamental  human  rights; 

Whereas  since  1991  the  international  community  has  contrib- 
uted more  than  $3,000,000,000  to  peacekeeping  and  na- 
tional reconstruction  in  Cambodia  and  currently  provides 
over  40  percent  of  the  budget  of  the  Cambodian  Grovem- 
ment; 

Whereas  recent  events  in  Cambodia,  including  the  arrest  and 
exile  of  former  Foreign  Minister  Prince  Sirivudh,  the  ex- 

(13) 
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pulsion  of  the  former  Finance  Minister  Sam  Rainsy  from 
the  government  coalition  FUXCIXPEC  Party  and  the 
National  Assembly,  a  grenade  attack  against  the  inde- 
pendent Buddhist  Liberal  Democratic  Party  of  Cam- 
bodia, and  mob  attacks  against  pro-opposition  news- 
papers, surest  that  Cambodia  is  sliding  back  into  a  pat- 
tern of  violence  and  repression; 

Whereas  rampant  official  corruption  in  the  Cambodian  Gov- 
ernment has  emerged  as  a  major  cause  of  public  dis- 
satisfaction, which  in  turn  has  resulted  in  the  government 
crackdown  against  these  outspoken  opposition  politicians 
and  the  press; 

Whereas  heroin  traffic  in  and  through  Cambodia  has  become 
so  widespread  that  Cambodia  may  soon  be  added  to  the 
Department  of  State's  Ust  of  major  narcotics  trafficking 
countries; 

Whereas  the  desire  to  cite  Cambodia  as  a  success  story  for 
United  Nations  peacekeeping  and  international  coopera- 
tion has  stifled  the  expression  of  concern  about  deterio- 
rating human  rights  conditions  in  Cambodia;  and 

Whereas  conditions  in  Cambodia  have  deteriorated  since  the 
House  of  liepresentatives  passed  House  Bill  1642  on 
July  11,  1995,  which  grants  Cambodia  unconditional 
most  favored  nation  trading  status:  Now,  therefore,  be  it 

1  Resolved,  That  the  House  of  Representatives — 

2  (1)    urges    the    Secretary   of   State    to    make 

3  human  rights  concerns  among  the  primary  objectives 

4  in  bilateral  relations  with  Cambodia; 

5  (2)  urges  the  Secretary  of  State  to  closely  mon- 

6  itor  preparations  for  upcoming  Cambodian  elections 
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1  in  1996  and  1998  and  attempt  to  secure  the  agree- 

2  mcnt  of  the  Cambodian   Government  to   full  and 

3  unhindered  participation  of  international  observers 

4  for  these  elections; 

5  (3)  urges  the  Secretary  of  State  to  support  the 

6  continuation  of  human  rights  monitoring  in  Cam- 

7  bodia  by  the  United  Nations,  including  monitoring 

8  through  the  office  of  the  United  Nations  Center  for 

9  Human  Rights  in  Phnom  Penh  and  monitoring  by 

10  the  Special  Representative  of  the  United  Nations 

11  Secretary  General  for  Human  Rights  in  Cambodia; 

12  (4)  urges  the  Secretary  of  State  to  encourage 

13  Cambodia's  other  donors  and  trading  partners  to 

14  raise  human  rights  concerns  with  Cambodia; 

15  (5)  supports  efforts  by  the  United  States  to 

16  provide  assistance  to  Cambodia  to  broaden  demo- 

17  cratic  civil  society,  to  strengthen  the  rule  of  law  and 

18  to  ensure  that  future  elections  in  Cambodia  are  free 

19  and  fair;  and 

20  (6)  urges  that  the  United  States  raise  human 

21  rights  concerns  at  the  June  1996  meeting  of  the  Do- 

22  nor's  Consultative  Meeting  for  Cambodia  and  during 

23  consideration  of  projects  in  Cambodia  to  be  financed 

24  by  international  financial  institutions. 

O 
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III 


104th  congress 
2d  Session 


H.  CON.  RES.  148 


Expressing  the  sense  of  the  Congress  that  the  United  States  is  conunitted 
to  the  military  stability  of  the  Taiwan  Straits  and  United  States  military 
forces  should  defend  Taiwan  in  the  event  of  invasion,  missile  attack, 
or  blockade  by  the  People's  Republic  of  China. 


IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 

March  7,  1996 

Mr.  Cox  of  California  (for  himself,  Mr.  Oilman,  Mr.  Spence,  Mr.  Gingrich, 
Mr.  Armey,  Mr.  DeLay,  Mr.  Boehner,  Ms.  Mounari,  Mrs.  Vucano- 
viCH,  Mr.  NussLE,  Mr.  Lantos,  Mr.  Solomon,  Mr.  Torricelu,  Mr. 
Deutsch,  Mr.  Andrews,  Mr.  Baker  of  California,  Mr.  Ballenger, 
Mr.  Barton  of  Texas,  Mr.  Bereuter,  Mr.  Boehlert,  Mr.  Bono,  Mr. 
Brewster,  Ms.  Brown  of  Florida,  Mr.  Brown  of  Ohio,  Mr.  Bunnino 
of  Kentucky,  Mr.  Burton  of  Indiana,  Mr.  Buyer,  Mr.  Calvert,  Mr. 
Campbell,  Mr.  Chabot,  Mr.  Chambuss,  Mrs.  Chenoweth,  Mr. 
Cunger,  Mr.  COLUNS  of  Oeorgia,  Mr.  CONDIT,  Mr.  Diaz-Balart,  Mr. 
DOOUTTLE,  Mr.  DORNAN,  Mr.  Enoush  6f  Pennsylvania,  Ms.  ESHOO, 
Mr.  EwiNO,  Mr.  Faleomavaeoa,  Mr.  Foley,  Mr.  Frelinohuysen,  Mr. 
FuNDERBURK,  Mr.  Pete  Oeren  of  Texas,  Mr.  Oilmor,  Mr.  Ooodung, 
Mr.  Ooss,  Mr.  Oreenwood,  Mr.  OUTKNECHT,  Mr.  Hastert,  Mr. 
Hastings  of  Washington,  Mr.  Hyde,  Mr.  Sam  Johnson  of  Texas,  Mr. 
Kingston,  Mr.  Knollenbero,  Mr.  Kolbe,  Mr.  Levin,  Mr.  McInnis, 
Mr.  MclNTOSH,  Mr.  McKeon,  Mr.  Metcalf,  Mr.  MILLER  of  Florida, 
Mr.  Payne  of  New  Jersey,  Ms.  Pelosi,  Mr.  Porter,  Mr. 
RoHRABACHER,  Ms.  Ros-Lehtinen,  Mr.  RoYCE,  Mr.  Salmon,  Mr. 
Scarborough,  Mrs.  Seastrand,  Mr.  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Mr. 
SouDER,  Mr.  Stearns,  Mr.  Talent,  Mr.  Torkildsen,  Mr. 
Underwood,  Mr.  Walker,  Mr.  Weldon  of  Florida,  Mr.  Weller,  and 
Mr.  Zimmer)  submitted  the  following  concurrent  resolution;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  International  Relations 


CONCURRENT  RESOLUTION 

Expressing  the  sense  of  the  Congress  that  the  United  States 
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is  committed  to  the  military  stability  of  the  Taiwan 
Straits  and  United  States  military  forces  should  defend 
Taiwan  in  the  event  of  invasion,  missile  attack,  or  block- 
ade by  the  People's  RepubUc  of  China. 

Wliereas  the  United  States  began  its  long,  peaceful,  and 
friendly  relationship  with  the  Republic  of  China  on  Tai- 
wan in  1949; 

Whereas  since  the  enactment  in  1979  of  the  Taiwan  Rela- 
tions Act,  the  policy  of  the  United  States  has  been  based 
on  the  expectation  that  the  future  relationship  between 
the  People's  Republic  of  China  and  Taiwan  will  be  deter- 
mined by  peaceful  means  and  by  mutual  agreement  be- 
tween the  parties; 

Whereas  the  People's  Republic  of  China's  intense  efforts  to 
intimidate  Taiwan  have  reached  a  level  that  threatens  to 
undermine  stability  throughout  the  region; 

Whereas,  since  the  beginning  of  1996,  the  leaders  of  the  Peo- 
ple's Republic  of  China  have  frequently  and  unambig- 
uously threatened  to  use  military  force  against  Taiwan; 

Whereas  for  the  past  year  the  People's  Republic  of  China  has 
conducted  military  maneuvers  designed  to  intimidate  Tai- 
wan both  during  its  democratic  legislative  elections  in 
1995  and  during  the  period  preceding  democratic  presi- 
dential elections  in  March  1996; 

Whereas  these  military  maneuvers  and  tests  have  included 
the  firing  of  6  nuclear-capable  missiles  approximately  100 
miles  north  of  Taiwan  in  July  1995; 

Whereas  it  has  been  reported  that  officials  of  the  People's 
Republic  of  China  have  stated  that  they  have  developed 
plans  to  attack  Taiwan  with  missiles  for  up  to  30  days; 
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Whereas  it  has  been  reported  that  the  People's  Republic  of 
China  sought  to  intimidate  the  United  States  with  veiled 
threats  to  launch  a  nuclear  attack  against  the  United 
States  should  the  United  States  assist  Taiwan  in  defend- 
ing itself  from  attack; 

Whereas  the  firing  of  missiles  across  the  Taiwan  Straits,  an 
international  waterway,  threatens  both  Taiwan  and  the 
political,  military,  and  commercial  interests  of  the  United 
States  and  its  allies; 

Whereas  in  the  face  of  such  action,  Taiwan  is  entitled  to  de- 
fend itself  from  military  agression,  including  through 
the  development  of  an  anti-ballistic  missile  defense  sys- 
tem; 

Whereas  the  United  States  and  Taiwan  have  eiyoyed  a  long- 
standing and  uninterrupted  finendship,  which  has  only  in- 
creased in  light  of  the  remarkable  economic  development 
and  political  liberalization  in  Taiwan  in  recent  years; 

Whereas  Taiwan  has  achieved  tremendous  economic  success 
in  becoming  the  19th  largest  economy  in  the  world; 

Whereas  Taiwan  has  reached  a  historic  turning  point  in  the 
development  of  Chinese  democracy,  as  on  March  23, 
1996,  it  will  conduct  the  first  competitive,  fi-ee,  fair,  di- 
rect, and  popular  election  of  a  head  of  state  in  over  4,000 
years  of  recorded  Chinese  history; 

Whereas  for  the  past  century  the  United  States  has  promoted 
democracy  and  economic  freedom  around  the  world,  and 
the  evolution  of  Taiwan  is  an  outstanding  example  of  the 
success  of  that  poUcy; 

Whereas  the  Taiwan  Relations  Act  directs  the  President  to 
inform  the  Congress  promptly  of  any  threat  to  Taiwan's 
security  and  provides  that  the  President  and  the  Con- 
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gress  together  shall  determine  appropriate  United  States 
action  in  response;  and 

"Whereas  the  Taiwan  Relations  Act  of  1979  rests  on  the 
premise  that  the  United  States  will  assist  Taiwan  should 
it  face  any  effort  to  determine  its  future  by  other  than 
peaceful  means,  including  by  boycotts  or  embargoes: 
Now,  therefore,  be  it 

1  Resolved  by  the  House  of  Representatives  (the  Senate 

2  concurring)  y  That  it  is  the  sense  of  the  Congress  that — 

3  (1)  the  People's  Republic  of  China— 

4  (A)    should   reaffirm   the   commitment   it 

5  made  to  the  United  States  that  it  would  con- 

6  duct   its    relations   with   Taiwan   by   peaceful 

7  means;  and 

8  (B)  should  engage  in  diplomatic  negotia- 

9  tions  to  discuss  any  outstanding  points  of  dis- 

10  agreement  with  Taiwan  without  any  threat  of 

1 1  military  or  economic  coercion  against  Taiwan; 

12  (2)  the  People's  Republic  of  China  should  im- 

13  mediately  live  up  to  its  commitment  to  the  United 

14  States  to  work  for  a  peaceful  resolution  of  any  dis- 

15  agreements   with    Taiwan,    and   accordingly   desist 

16  from  military  actions  designed  to  intimidate  Taiwan; 

17  (3)  Taiwan  has  stated  and  should  adhere  to  its 

18  commitment  to  negotiate  its  future  relations  with 

19  the  mainland  by  mutual,  not  unilateral,  decision; 
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1  (4)  the  United  States  should  maintain  its  com- 

2  mitment  to  resist  any  resort  to  force  or  other  forms 

3  of  coercion  that  would  jeopardize  the  security,  or  the 

4  social  or  economic  system,  of  the  people  on  Taiwan, 

5  consistent  with  its  undertakings  in  the  Taiwan  Rela- 

6  tions  Act; 

7  (5)  the  United  States  should  maintain  a  naval 

8  presence  sufficient  to  keep  open  the  sea  lanes  in  and 

9  near  the  Taiwan  Straits; 

10  (6)  in  the  face  of  the  several  overt  military 

11  threats  by  the  People's  Republic  of  China  against 

12  Taiwan,  and  consistent  with  the  commitment  of  the 

13  United  States  under  the  Taiwan  Relations  Act,  the 

14  United  States  should  supply  Taiwan  with  defensive 

15  weapons  systems,  including  naval  vessels,  aircraft, 

16  and  air  defense,  all  of  which  are  crucial  to  the  secu- 

17  rity  of  Taiwan;  and 

18  (7)  the  United  States,  in  accordance  with  the 

19  Taiwan  Relations  Act  and  the  constitutional  process 

20  of  the  United  States,  and  consistent  with  its  friend- 

21  ship  with  and  commitment  to  the  democratic  govern- 

22  ment  and  people  of  Taiwan,  should  assist  in  defend- 

23  ing  them  against  invasion,  missile  attack,  or  block- 

24  ade  by  the  People's  Republic  of  China. 

O 
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f:\m4\bereut\bereut.070  h.l.c. 

En  Bloc  Amendment  to  H.  Con.  Res.  148 
Offered  by  Mr-  Bfrruter 

Page  3,  in  the  first  Wheroas  clause,  insert  "axi  offi- 
cial of  afler  "reported  that". 

Page  4,  strike  lines  3  tlirougii  19  and  insert  the  fol- 
low lug: 

1  (1)  tlio  People's  Republic  of  China  should  im- 

2  mediately  live  up  to  its  commitment  to  the  United 

3  States  to  work  for  a  peaceful  resolution  of  any  dis- 

4  agreements    with    Taiwan,    and    accordingly    do^sist 

5  from  military  actions  designed  to  intimidate  Taiwan; 

6  (2)  the  People's  Republic  of  China  should  en- 

7  gagB  in  diplomatic  negotiations  to  discuss  any  out- 

8  standing  points  of  disagreement  with  Taiwan  with- 

9  uuL   any   threat   of   military   or    economic    coerciou 

10  against  Taiwan; 

11  (3)  Taiwan  has  stated  and  should  adhere  to  its 

12  commitment  to  negotiate  its  future   relations  with 

13  the  People's  Republic  of  (/hina  by  mutual  decision, 

14  not  unilateral  action; 

Page  5,  lines  1  and  2,  strike  "comijiitment"  and  in- 
sert "capacity". 

Strike  "Taiwan  Straits"  each  place  it  appears  and 
insert  "Taiwan  Strait". 

March  12.  1996  (5.48  p.m.) 
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F:\M4\HKREUT\BKREUT070  H.L.C. 

2 

Amend  the  title  so  as  to  reAd:  "A  concurrent  resolu- 
tion expressing  the  sense  of  the  Confess  that  the  United 
States  is  committ«id  t/>  military  stability  in  the  Taiwan 
Strait  and  the  United  States  should  assist  in  defending 
Taiwan  in  Uie  event  of  invasion,  missile  attacJc,  or  block- 
ade by  the  People's  Republic  of  Cliina,.". 


March  12.  1 998  (S.48  p.m.) 
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f:  \  m4  \  burton  burton.053  h.lc. 

Amendment  to  H.  Con.  Res.  148 
Offered  by  Mr.  Burton  of  Indiana 

Page  5,  line  17,  strike  "and". 

Pa^  5,  line  24,  strike  the  period  and  insert  ";  and". 

Page  5,  add  the  following  after  line  24: 

1  (7)  the  Congress,  by  adopting  this  resolution,  is 

2  not  pursuing  a  policy  of  an  "independent  Taiwan" 

3  or  a  policy  of  "one  China,  one  Taiwan". 
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